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SUMMARY p

A

The Direction of Improvement of District Unit Planning System in terms

of Operation Conditions and Problems

Choi Jeongyoon, Lee Daye, Kim Dongkun

Key words: District Unit Plan, Management of urban and non—urban area, Incentive

The district-unit plan was introduced to address the roles and limitations of
urban design and detailed plans and promote a systematic management of
urban areas and non-urban areas. It is an important planning system that
presents guidelines for limiting development in terms of urban planning items
and architectural elements. Despite the original intent of the scheme, however,
the district-unit plan has been used as a means of development, and thus the
necessity for improvement has been steadily called for.

This study aims to identify the current status and issues of the district-unit
plan scheme and derive tasks for its improvement. Toward this end, related
records and literature were examined and cases were empirically tested. More
specifically, research methods for this study included literature review, on-site
investigation, and expert interviews.

This study reached the following findings:

Tasks for improvement of the district-unit planning scheme are listed in

terms of the procedures, content, and operational control.
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First, as for procedures, tasks for improvement include: (i) development of
procedures for systematic demand control of the district-unit plan; (ii)
enhancement of procedural rationality by simplifying procedures for assessing
various impacts that need to be considered when establishing a district-unit
plan as well as creating standards and procedures for obtaining approvals by
project; and (iii) promotion of the awareness of a district-unit plan through a
measure to ensure the active participation of residents and sharing information.

Second, in terms of content, tasks include: (i) reorganization of elements of
a district-unit plan in consideration of socio-economic changes; (i) expansion
of areas subject to district-unit planning; (iii) promotion of district-unit plans
custom-tailored to a region and diversification of incentives; and (iv)
refinement of guidelines and content of district-unit plans for non-urban areas.

Third, with respect to operational management, tasks include: (i) preparation
of guidelines for the management and operation of distribution-unit plans; and
(i) strengthening of legally binding forces of district-unit plans.

As this study focused on district-unit plans intended for the maintenance of
residential areas, there may be other issues and cases related to different local
governments, depending on the characteristics of projects which are not
included as tasks for improvement under this study. However, this study is
significant in that though issues and improvement tasks for the district-unit
plan have been analyzed by individual issue, this paper attempted to address
issues and derive tasks for the overall process of the establishment,
implementation, and management of the district-unit plan. Future studies may
further improve the plan to increase the effectiveness of the district-unit
planning scheme by identifying items that require the revision of related laws
and ordinances. It is hoped that through continuous supplementation, the
district-unit planning scheme will be able to evolve as an effective system that

creates valuable urban spaces.
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