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SUMMARY P

A Study on the Comprehensive Strategies
and Practical Application for Balanced Development
in the Border Areas of Northern Gyeonggi Province Il

Kang MinJo, Lim YongHo, Choi YoungHwan, Choi JaeHeon, Oh HoYoung

Key words: Border Areas, Balanced Development, Peace Zone, Regional Competitiveness,

Inter-Korean Cooperation, Connective Cooperation

There is an ongoing debate about the preparation of practical promotional
projects and systematic support plans for the border areas between South and
North Korea in the departments of central and local governments in accordance
with the advancement of the inter-Korean relations. As a result, it became
necessary to shed new light on the existing border area-related developmental
plans and corresponding promotional projects. Furthermore, inter-Korean
cooperative exchange in the border areas will be more important than ever in
the post-COVID-19 era. Thus, a comprehensive development plan is necessary,
under which plans for inter-Korean joint projects are sought to promote mutual
development of the border areas, with a view to support inter-Korean

cooperation and strengthen regional capacity.
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The purpose of this study is to devise a developmental plan for the border
areas of Northern Gyeonggi province, based on regional competitiveness, and
prepare action plans for the balanced development of the underdeveloped
border areas. Entering the third year, this study aims to find cooperation
methods for mutual development of the inter-Korean border areas adjoning
Incheon, Gangwon and Northern Gyeonggi Province, using the action plans of
the balanced development in the border areas of Northern Gyeonggi that were
proposed in Year 2 as an objective. The specific goals are as follows: First,
among the action plans for the balanced development in the border areas of
Northern Gyeonggi province, this study selects feasible projects that can support
mutual development of the South Korean border areas (Incheon Metropolitan
City and Gangwon Province). Second, for the action plans that seek to expand
the inter-Korean cooperation, this paper proposes methods of mutual
development in the inter-Korean border areas. Finally, this study proposes
phase-by-phase cooperation plans in accordance with the ameliorating
inter-Korean relations and governance-building methods for efficient
implementation of the plans.

This study proposes the direction of joint cooperation and promotion of the
action plans for the inter-Korean border areas of Northern Gyeonggi, Incheon,
and Gangwon. In regions that have the peculiarity of a border, project
promotion that encompasses the entire border areas between South and North
Korea is essential for their sustainable development. And inter-Korean exchange
and cooperation should be taken into account in supporting balanced regional
development. This paper presents the concept and necessity of collaboration for
balanced development in the border areas and also the direction of the
collaboration in five domains (D DMZ ecology, culture, peace, and tourism, @

industry and economy, including unification special zone and
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industrial/distribution complex, @ transportation infrastructure, such as roads
and railways, @ human exchange in the field of education, culture, medical
service, and health, ® utilization of granted land returned from the US Armed
Forces in Korea or idle land caused by the relocation of military camp). The
regional developmental models of collaboration and sharing type, partnership
type, economic feasibility of the collaboration, and integrative division theory
were applied by matching the properties of the five domains and the direction
of the collaboration is proposed. The collaboration has the following
fundamental direction: selection of action plans in the border areas of Northern
Gyeonggi province and joint projects in inter-Korean border areas and those in
Incheon and Gangwon; security of competitiveness through specialization and
characterization of each region; reinforcement of the complementary
relationship and the synergy effect among the local governments based on
regional characteristics.

Following the promotion direction of the joint cooperation in the border
areas, 5 projects in Incheon and 14 projects in Gangwon were selected where
collabration among the local governments in the border areas are feasible. The
ultimate goal was balanced development in the border areas through the
inter-Korean exchange and cooperation. The projects were selected by collecting
opinions through interviews and telephone surveys of the responsible officials in
the local governments of Incheon, Gangwon, and border areas of Northern
Gyeonggi, and consultative meeting with experts from the Korea Institute for
National Unification, Institute for National Security Strategy, Head Office of
South-North Dialogue and department of collaboration in inter-Korean border
areas at the Ministry of Unification. Based on the associative projects, the study
suggests plans for the balanced development among the local governments in

the border areas in South Korea, as well as inter-Korean exchange and
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cooperation plans in the South and North Korean border areas in association
with the central government's projects. Under the political direction of the
concretization of New Economic Map of the Korean Peninsula and balanced
development, the paper proposes phase-by-phase plan for the collaboration in
the South and North Korean border areas, the ways to establish the
corresponding governance, and understand policy implications.

Additionally, ways to build inter-departmental governance for efficient
promotion of the local governments of the inter-Korean border areas as well as
the plans for inter-Korean cooperation using the Inter-Korean Border
Committee are suggested. Furthermore, the method of international cooperation,
while North Korea still remains under sanctions, was analyzed and additional
policies are proposed. The study highlights the necessity of the passing of the
bill related to the peace (unification) special zone pending in the 21st National
Assembly through the collaboration among the local governments and the legal
and institutional improvement of the law and system related to the balanced
development in the border areas. This study also offers policy implications for
the legal and institutional improvement of the utilization of the idle land
acquired from the relocation of the military camp according to the Defense
Reform 2.0. With regards to the utilization of idle land, this paper suggests
utilization of the military and private resources in the border areas, together
with the national-level development. This study also stresses the necessity of
building a monitoring system for sustainable balanced development in the

border areas through collaboration between the central and local governments.
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